[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents and Guardians,
I am both honored and excited to teach your child at such a critical and delightful time of his or her life!  
In my classroom, English Language Arts, we will be focusing on four main areas:  reading, writing, speaking, and listening. The focus in my room will be to get students to the critical and analytical level in their reading and writing to be able to comfortably and successfully read, write and think at higher levels.  
The only homework that I give nightly is reading.  I expect every student to read 20 minutes each night.  Please help your child by encouraging him or her to read at home every single day.  
I have a large classroom library that is going to become larger as the year goes on.  These will be purchased out of my own pocket.  When I see a book that I know some of the students will enjoy, I will buy it.  While I try to read every one of these books, there is not enough time in my life to do that.  If your child chooses a book and either you or your child decides that the book is not appropriate for him or her for whatever reason, please do not hesitate to have your child bring it back to school and turn it in.   Free choice and intellectual freedom are important, but I also want to make sure parents and students are comfortable with the reading choices.  This also applies to the books in our school libraries as well.  
Feel free to email me at traci.teaff@scisd.net , if you ever have questions or concerns throughout the year.  Also, you can find my teacher website at SCISD.NET for more information. 
Please return the bottom of this letter- signed and dated- promptly.  
Sincerely,
Traci Teaff
6th Grade ELA
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Student’s Name:  _____________________
Please initial the following statements and sign and date below:

_____  I will make sure my child reads at least 20 minutes every night at home.

_____I understand that, if I or my child feels a selected book is inappropriate, the book is returned to school and another is selected.


____________________________________________                   _________________________
	(parent/guardian signature)					(date)
